
 

 
    

 

Welcome to the May newsletter – and a special welcome to the 84 people 

who’ve joined us since January. We now have 262 members!   Can we make it to 300 by 

the end of June? This is our target. Ask your friends and family to join up! 

 

 Lots of work has been going on and finally we have plans, decisions, 

agreements ...and stuff is happening so we have something concrete to tell 

you! 

But first, a reminder about Fun Day & Dog Show....Do come along and support 

us.  

 

Its all happening on the Rec on June 16th! 

      ******Fun Day and Dog Show ****** 

 Sunday, June 16th, 11 am to 3 pm   

bigger and better this year (obviously). Join us for a great day!  

 Dog show – Registration at 11 am – starts at 12 

 Childrens’ races, family relay, tug-of-war, 

 Pottery stalls – Several excellent local potters will be selling their wares. 

 Plants form KHS 

 Craft beers, barbecued sausages (with vegan options), strawberries, 

sangria and our home made cakes!  

 Karate, Tai Chi. 

 ... and lots more! 



 

 Junior bake-off Cake competition. Decoration to be on a 

Rec.theme, It could be sport, dogs, trees, play.etc.. Under 16’s 

can enter. TO ENTER register with info@folar.net, giving name and 

age.  Please bring your cakes by 11.30am. Judging by the 

public 11.30-12.00-and prizes at 12.00. Cakes will then be sold 

on our stall in aid of FoLaR's Garden Projects. 

 

 

Some memories of last year's event below...  

 

  

 Update on Plans 

We all agree that the worst part of the Rec is the area around the 

toilet block and the containers and we've been working with the Council 



 

and idverde, their contractor, to get improvements.....and Bingo, they 

have accepted our plans and we hope to see lots of changes in the next 

two months. 

 

News on the Loos!!. 

The plan is to close the men's toilet and for the women's toilets to become 

unisex. They will be revamped and brought up to an acceptable standard. 

Maintenance will be daily. 

If/when, we have a little cafe going from the kitchen, we would be in a much 

better position to monitor this.   

 

 

Sensory Garden At our first consultation a Sensory Garden was suggested 

and was then rated as a high priority. We now have an agreed plan. Large planters 

around the triangle in front of the toilet block. There will be seating in the 

middle, and hopefully, at some point, a temporary cafe.operating from the 

kitchen area.. We've received funds from the the City Parks Festival for 

the  large red and one small bed but are looking for sponsors for the other five 

(£200each). Plan below. We would love to get this in this summer!  

 

  



 

Repairs and Improvements.The Council consults FoLaR about the 

priorities for repairs and improvements on the Rec and we’re delighted that they 

seem to have solved the perennial problem of flooding by the Latchmere Lane 

gate. Some improvements to the Playground have been made both making it 

safer and adding some equipment. 

The fence around the concrete slab is falling down and serves no purpose. The 

council are going to remove it, idverde will provide us with compost and we, 

along with helpers will create flower beds  around the concrete.  

We are also hoping to get the toilet block painted. 

 

So,plans are in place. There will be quite a bit of gardening 

work to be done and we need more raised beds for our Sensory 

Garden.  

Any offer of help most gratefully received, as always, contact 

...info@folar.net  

 

  

 

What else has been happening this Spring? 

We kicked off with Sprinfest on March 30th. Our sausages and craft beers were a 

triumph, the garden games were fun,  the band added a great atmosphere and to top it all, 

the weather was fantastic! Some photos below.  

 



  

  



 

 

We held a Public Meeting on May 21st.  It was another lovely evening and 

so we held it on the Rec rather than indoors. The aim was to present the 

proposals that we'd developed from your ideas shared on previous 

consultations.  

 

  

36 people attended. 

Presentations were made by Richard Broome of Outerspace who has 

generously drawn up our plans for us. He spoke on FoLaR’s tree planting 

plans.  Elliot Newton, Consevationist of Citizen Zoo, who also very generously 

gives us his time and advice, spoke on the proposed pond. Discussions also 

took place regarding the toilet block and the proposals for the café, for picnic 

tables and planting in front of it. 



 

The meeting moved to the Nature Zone to discuss the proposals for that area. 

 A number of issues were voted on and the meeting agreed the following.  

 FoLaR to progress its plans for a café and to organise a  volunteering 

session to paint the toilet block. 

 FoLaR's tree planting proposals.  

 The creation of a natural pond at the entrance near Tudor Drive, 

enclosed by a gated low metal fence, (similar to the boundary fence) 

softened with planting. 

 The creation of a fenced ‘wild zone’ in the north-east corner. 

 A wild play zone between the above, using tree trunks and stumps from 

Dinton Rec 

 Consideration be given to thinning the tree canopy in the wild zone to 

allow more light through and enable plants to flourish beneath it 

 Creation of a mini-orchard, referencing the history of the area as 

orchards 

 Raised planters around the ‘lawn’ area in front of the toilet block to 

create a sensory garden. 

 Residents in Aldersbrook Drive showed us how some of the big 

trees  overhang their gardens keeping out the sunlight.  We agreed to 

talk to the Tree officer about thie possibility of pruning to allow more light 

in. . 

 

 

A perimeter hedge was discussed and opinions for and against were equally 

divided. People value the open aspect and were clear they would not want a 

high hedge. There was more support for a low hedge but only if their 

maintenance was assured. There are no plans to take this forward at this point.   

 

  



 

In April, we held  a 'Design a Nature Zone'  competition for children 

asking for proposals for the wooded area.  Winning designs were on display at 

Ham Parade Market Stall on May 4th .The winners are going to help us 

design that area and a plaque will be erected  in the wood acknowledging their 

contribution. As Charity of the month, the raffle was in aid of FoLaR we 

received around £200! It was very rewarding to hear huge enthusiasm for the 

plans, and to have the  opportunity to welcome nineteen new members! Thank 

you Ham Parade Market!  

 

  

Tree Planting.  

The Faith Forum generously gave us five trees. The two semi-mature 

Liquidambar have been planted at the edge of the triangle in front of the toilet 

block. Not a great time to plant trees and so we will be giving them lots of 



 

water. The others will be planted in the autumn and are being nurturedi n our 

gardens till then.  

 

  

  

 

Park Run Update 

We want to set up the 2K Junior Park Run on the Rec and at last, an 

opportunity to apply for funding for this arose and we took it of course.   Fingers 

crossed!  

 

 

Gardening Club 

With all the horticultural activity about to happen , now seems a great time to 

launch a gardening club. If you might be interested or want to find out more 

contact Linda, Gloria & Lin info@folar.net.  At our first meeting we can decide 

what it will be.   

 



 

Hope to see you at one of our events! 
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