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Latchmere Recreation Ground Wildlife Pond 
Draft proposal from The Friends of Latchmere Recreation Ground (FoLaR) 

 

1. FoLaR and the pond proposal 

Latchmere Recreation Ground is a nine-acre public green space situated in the heart of 

North Kingston, surrounded by residential streets, with three primary schools and two 

secondary schools within walking distance. 

In 2017 a group of local residents formed the Friends of Latchmere Rec (FoLaR), 

volunteering their time to improve Latchmere Rec for all to enjoy.  FoLaR’s vision is: 

“for Latchmere Recreation Ground to embody the community cohesion and spirit of North 

Kingston. It will be known as an attractive, well-managed and valued neighbourhood green 

space that has something for everyone, from open fields for general recreation to areas for 

quiet reflection” 

Community Inclusion, Well-Being and Biodiversity are at the heart of what FoLaR is seeking 

to achieve for Latchmere Rec and the residents it serves. 

In early 2018 FoLaR undertook an extensive community engagement exercise to determine 

the neighbourhood’s priority improvements for the Rec.  Recognising the limited ecological 

value supported by the Rec in its current state, the resulting masterplan includes a pond in 

the north of the Rec - the most important single initiative that can be implemented to 

improve biodiversity. 

Subsequent consultations demonstrate the community’s support for such a feature, with 

the pond bringing key ecological, educational and social benefits. 

 

2. Why a pond on Latchmere Rec? 
 

(a) Ecological benefits   

The UK is one of the poorest nations on earth for bio-diversity (189th out of 218, according 

to the 2019 State of Nature report) and what we have is in decline. 

There are many reasons for the decline – a big factor is the way land is managed – intensive 

agriculture, the destruction of habitats, the draining of wetlands and the removal of ponds. 

Ponds have a particularly important role to play in bio-diversity (they support 100 species 

identified in the UK Bio-diversity plan as being “at risk”) and they have been hit particularly 

hard - 70% of ponds are estimated to have been lost over the past century.  

Our actions on Latchmere Rec are on a small scale but collectively, alongside those of 

thousands of other individuals and landowners, they will make a difference. 
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Increasing bio-diversity has been a key aim of the FoLaR since its inception.  We have 

planted trees, shrubs and flowers, and are planting more over the winter.  These all help 

wildlife but the biggest single thing we can do for bio-diversity is to build a pond. 

Ponds support, amongst others things - 

• Amphibians - frogs, toads and newts 

• Insects such as caddis flies, damsel flies, dragonflies, mayflies, pond skaters and 

water beetles  

• Pond snails 

• Grass snakes 

• Small birds that rely on insects for their food   

• A wide range of native plants 

Apart from their value in their own right, these species provide food for others.  Birds and 

bats use ponds for feeding and pond life contributes to the whole food chain. 

North Kingston’s residents enjoy the wildlife benefits of Richmond Park to the East and the 

River Thames to the West but a wildlife pond provides a unique eco-system, of which there 

are none in North Kingston at present.  A pond on Latchmere Rec would enable people, and 

children in particular, to observe nature at a more local and intimate level, enabling them to 

learn about the natural environment and to be more actively involved in giving nature the 

help it needs. 

 

(b) Educational benefits 

Support for education is another of FoLaR’s key aims and we actively liaise with, amongst 

others, all 5 of the schools close to the Rec.  

Ecological activities already undertaken with the schools include: 

• Latchmere primary school – native hedge planting 

• St. Agatha’s primary school – building the Bug Hotel 

• The Kingston Academy secondary school – constructing the stag beetle loggery 

We are in discussion with Tiffin Girls school about the opportunities for involving their pupils 

in Duke of Edinburgh Award (DoE) projects on the Rec and our first volunteer, under this 

scheme, will be starting in January 2020.  We plan to extend this initiative to other schools 

involved with the DoE scheme; helping to develop and maintain the pond is a potential 

project for DoE volunteers, as well as providing an opportunity for young people interested 

in a career in ecology. 

In addition to schoolchildren, the pond will provide educational opportunities for the wider 

community.  For example, FoLaR will monitor and share information on the wildlife living in 

and visiting the pond, and a permanent interpretation board is included in the funding bid. 
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Fig.1 - Proposed permanent interpretation board 

 

(c) Social benefits 

The pond will be set within an enclosed garden, with dogs and unaccompanied children 

excluded to protect themselves, and the pond.  The enclosed area will incorporate seating 

so as to offer a calm space for quiet reflection and tranquillity on the Rec.  

Residents will be invited to join in with maintenance of the pond, facilitating social 

interaction and opportunity to learn how to protect nature.  Our future aspirations include 

establishing local nature talks and providing opportunities for specific user groups with 

specialist needs to be able to enjoy the natural environment in a safe and secure way. 
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3. Location 

Experts advise that a wildlife pond should be located in a secluded area, away from intense 

sporting, play and social activity.  It should not be close to existing streams and 

watercourses as these can bring contaminants into the water.  A pond will need sunlight and 

some shade, ideally from existing native trees, which should not be big or close enough to 

the water to shed leaves onto the pond. 

 

This all points to the North-West corner of the Rec, close to the Latchmere Lane gate.  This 

location was identified on the masterplan (see below) which has been on public display for 

over a year and received widespread support.  

 

 
Fig.2 – FoLaR’s proposed masterplan. 
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4. Design 

 

 

Fig.3 – Proposed wildlife pond design 

The proposed pond is designed to fit neatly into the north-east corner of the Rec, close to 

Latchmere Lane gate and bordered by the existing informal path and the proposed gravel 

paths to the West and South.  The existing native shrubbery on the northern edge will be 

retained as will the trees to the East.  The pond is approximately 10 metres in length, 3 

metres wide and irregular in shape.  

The pond garden will be enclosed with fencing and planting to protect unaccompanied 

young children and to exclude dogs, both of which are detrimental to wildlife habitats.  This 

will also serve to protect them from unwittingly venturing into the pond area. 

A non-degradable dipping platform is proposed to enable (supervised) children to observe 

the wildlife in the pond, once the planting on the banks has become dense.  A new gravelled 

path leads to a bench in the most secluded corner of the pond garden. 
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5. Planting in and around the pond 

A variety of native plants are needed to create a healthy pond environment – There are 3 

categories of pond plant: submerged, floating and emergent. 

Ideally, up to half the pond’s surface will be covered with floating plants to keep the pond 

cool and suppress algae – examples include duckweeds, frogbit, white water lily. 

Submerged plants are great oxygenators and provide valuable cover for underwater 

creatures – examples include spiked water milfoil, hornwort, marestail, water violet. 

Emergent plants grow around the edge of the pond, rooting themselves in the mud under 

the water – examples include Arrow Head, Yellow Flag, reeds, meadowsweet, water mint. 

A detailed planting plan will be drawn up before construction begins. 

 
Fig.4 – Typical wildlife pond plantings 
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6. Construction 

The construction of a wildlife pond is a complex operation, including digging, landscaping 

and fencing but also the planting of a range of specialist aquatic plants.  It is best done by 

specialists and it is proposed that it be undertaken by Citizen Zoo, the leading Ecology 

charity working within the Borough.  Elliot Newton, Head of Conservation at Citizen Zoo, has 

provided FoLaR with advice and support on ecology matters since the outset and the 

continuing support we could expect to receive would be another benefit of appointing 

Citizen Zoo.  Elliot is known to be the leading nature conservationist within the Borough, 

with a track record of working successfully with Kingston Council and numerous ‘Friends of 

Parks’ groups, and has personally overseen or is overseeing the construction of wildlife 

ponds at Berrylands and Edith Garden nature reserves. 

The estimated cost for constructing the pond is circa £20,000. 

FoLaR is requesting that the pond be funded through the Community Infrastructure Levy 

(CIL), which is available for public infrastructure projects only; it cannot be used to fund 

Council services. 

‘Green Infrastructure’ is one of the strategic priorities identified by Kingston Council as an 

appropriate use of CIL funds.  The wildlife pond would make a significant contribution to 

improving the natural environment. 

Construction of the pond will take an estimated 2 months.  Should funding be approved in 

January 2020, we intended to commence the works in March 2020. 
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7. Maintaining the pond 

FoLaR is aware that Council does not have the resources to take on additional maintenance 

work and therefore FoLaR will commit to maintaining the pond.  Whilst FoLaR is a relatively 

young organisation (founded in 2017) it has over 300 members and has, over the past year, 

demonstrated its ability to maintain gardening and tree watering rotas which are considered 

to be far more intensive than the maintenance required for a pond.  

FoLaR will arrange for a number of its members to be trained in pond management and will 

also involve schools and young people so that there is widespread understanding of pond 

life and a sense of collective ownership of the Latchmere Rec pond. 

The following table illustrates the type and frequency of maintenance required for a wildlife 

pond. 

Pond maintenance plan 

Activity  Remove 
fallen 
leaves 
from 
water  

In-pond 
vegetation 
management   

Controlling 
shrubs 
around the 
pond  

Planting 
phases 
in the 
pond  

Wildflower 
planting 
around the 
pond  

Managing 
Wildflowers 
around the 
pond  

Observing 
water level 
and 
removing 
rubbish 

January                

February                

March                

April                

May                

June                

July                

August                

September               

October                

November                

December                

  

 


