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SPRING NEWSLETTER 2018 

 
Hello,  
Welcome to our Spring update. Lots has been happening since we were last in touch 
and its time to share the news with you. But, firstly, thank you to all those who have 
supported us over the past few months by coming to events, those working away 
researching, planning and organising and to all those who have expressed their good 
wishes and support. We have very much appreciated your involvement. 
 
We are using this opportunity to ask you to 'opt in' to continue to receive our emails for 
reasons of data protection (GDPR) and have given you more information about this at 
the bottom of this newsletter.   
 
Our next event is a FUNDAY and DOG SHOW on Sunday June 17th. See below for 
more details. Hope to see you there... 

 

Fun Day and Dog Show  
 on Sunday June 17th, 10am-12.00 

followed by a picnic (bring your own) 
Join us for activities and games, a junior run, a tug of war, treasure hunt, dog 

show, raffle, cakes and lots more. 
****Come and have a merry time on the Rec!**** 

 



 

First Planting 
 
In February we had our first planting of some native hedging following a successful bid 
to the Mayor of London’s Fund. Native hedging is an excellent habitat for 
wildlife.  Kingston Academy helped FOLAR with the preparations and litter picking, 
Latchmere Infants helped volunteers with planting and the council’s contractor, idverde, 
brought tools. 
 
It was a bitterly cold day so the commitment was impressive! And it was an iconic day 
for FOLAR with around 60 people aged from 5 yrs to over 80 working together for 
biodiversity! BINGO! A very big thank you to all those who took part. 

 

Consultation 
 
On March 2nd , we carried out our second consultation, this time during the day in 
Tudor Library. We shared ideas that had been generated at the first consultation and 
gave people an opportunity to say what they supported most as well as make their own 
suggestions. There is a link on the website with detailed results www.folar.net (you can 
find it under About the Friends).  
 



 

In summary, the desire for a cafe was tops again along with ecologically sympathetic 
management and planting of the green spaces, more trees, park benches and, self-
closinggates. A wide variety of activities following closely behind, including, school 
ecology stars scheme; integration of Children and adults with disabilities into activities; 
more for teenagers; a Trim trail; Fun Day; outdoor gym equipment; boules; cricket nets; 
gardening with children; dog agility, nature group; table tennis table. 
 
We explored whether there would be support for a room for activities of various sorts, 
both physical and social e.g., yoga, clubs, support groups etc., inside a new building. 
This idea was popular and may well be necessary in order to gain enough income to 
run the building. 

 

PARK RUN 
One of the proposals from the consultation was to hold a regular 2K junior park 
run on the Rec. www.parkrun.org.uk/events/juniorevents. The aim is to ‘run for 

fun’ but children can compete against their personal best if they wish. There is a 
lot of support for this and we are now ready to start fundraising for it. 

 

 

Cafe 
 
We have been pursuing, with the council, the possibility of piloting a cafe on the Rec. It 
would be temporary for a year or two. We had hoped to have it up and running by the 
summer but, things are taking a little longer than we hoped. However, all fingers and 
toes crossed; just a few more hurdles to negotiate! 
 
We have also been meeting with Kingston Little League to progress proposals for a new 
building to replace the containers and toilet block and to include a cafe. We have been 
researching how other parks and Recs have achieved their improvements and continue 
to maintain them. Lots of interesting information emerged which will help in putting 
together the plan that will eventually go out to consultation. 

Gates 
 
The council fixed automatic closing on the gates in order to keep children and dogs 
safer. However, the mechanism on the gate in the middle of Latchmere Lane is broken. 
We have been informed that the particular type of automatic closing on the gates makes 



 

access very difficult for people on mobility scooters. 
 
The council is aware of this and that a different solution will be needed. In the meantime 
there is no plan to mend that particular gate, keeping the Rec more accessible to 
scooters so it is important that we all remember to close the gate after us! 

 

Ecology 
 
There are plans afoot with idverde, the council’s contractor, to continue developing the 
wood as a space that is more friendly to wildlife and for our local schoolchildren to 
experience nurturing biodiversity.  See below for the date ... 
 
We are also making plans for autumn initiatives...more anon. 

 

JUNE 8TH 1.45PM  
at the Tudor Drive end of the Rec we and pupils form Kingston Academy, are 
creating a natural path through the wood. Volunteers welcome! See below. 

 

History of the Rec 
 
We are starting to research the history of the Rec (see the website, again!) 
www.folar.net.  It would be interesting to develop this part of the website further with 
facts, stories, pictures etc. If you would like to contribute to this please contact us on 
info@folar.net. 
 
Data Protection 
 
General Data Protection Regulation 2016/679 
New data protection regulations (the GDPR) that come into effect on 25th May 2018 
mean that you may access any personal information an organisation holds about you, 
you have a right to know what your data is being used for and you have a right to be 
forgotten.  
  
As you are on our FOLAR email list FOLAR has some basic information about you 
mainly your name, email address and other information you may have given us on 
consultation forms. FOLAR  retains this information so we may keep you informed of 



 

things that may affect Latchmere Recession Ground and its users; to administer the 
email list or, subsequently, when we develop a membership programme,  to invite you 
to become a member or re-join FOLAR. We believe that this is what the new legislation 
refers to as ‘legitimate interest’, as it is necessary for us to carry out the work that we 
do. Importantly, we do not share your information with anyone outside FOLAR, and we 
ensure the security of the data we hold.   
   
We believe that our occasional communications, such as emails alerting you to matters 
that may have a significant impact on Latchmere Recreation Ground or you as a user or 
local resident, are what you would reasonably expect as a FOLAR  contact, and fall 
within the definition of ‘legitimate interest’. 
 
We now require our contacts to  ‘opt-in’  to continue receiving such communications 
from us.  If you would like to continue to receive emails please click on the 'opt-in' 
bellow. 
  

OPT  IN  

 

 

We want to bring to your attention the choice to opt out of receiving FOLAR emails 
and/or to be ‘forgotten’. If you would rather not receive these communications from us 
or wish us to delete your personal information, please email info@folar.net and send us 
an appropriate message or, you can press the mail chimp unsubscribe button at the 
bottom of this page. 
  
If you would like to know more about FOLAR's Privacy Policy, click here to connect to 
it on our website, or email us on info@folar.net  and send your specific question to us. 
  
We hope you will continue to support FOLAR and thank you for reading this. 

 

Volunteering 
We always warmly welcome new volunteers. There is so much more we can do 

and we need help in all sorts ways. Come and do as much or as little as you 
would like. We particularly need more help with ITtasks, and communications. Do 

contact us on info@folar.net if you would like to hear about current options. 
 



 

Contact Details 
 
And, lastly, all our contact details: The website has been well underway for a while now 
and is growing. 
 
Website: www.folar.net 
Email uson: info@folar.net 
Facebook: facebook.com/FoLaRKT2 
Twitter: @FoLaRKT2 
Instagram: @FoLaRKT2 
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Richard  Broome  
Charlotte  Levy  
Dan    
Chris  Evangelou  
Lin  Sherwood-‐Page  
Linda  Eve  
John  Eve  
Bernice  
Betty  Bore?  
Anji  Tindall?  
Old  Latchmerians      Owen  Walters  
Sue  Matthews  
Sam  Doughty  
Paul…Backman?  
Diane  Watling  
  
  
Liaison  
Latchmere  School  
North  Kingston  Forums  
TARAK  
KLL  
Fernhill  School  
St  Pauls  School  
St  Agathas  
The  Kingston  Academy  
CARA  
BRAG  
Idverde  
Kingston  Council  
KVA  
Superhighways  
Councillors,  David  Cunningham,  Maria  Netley,  Katrina  Lidbetter    
  
Visits  
Barnes  
Myatts  Fields  
?  
  
Numerous  cafes  in  Parks  …The  Flying  Cloud  
  
  
Funding  received  
50  whips  for  a  native  hedge  
7  Trees  for  the  avenue  
  



  
  
Training  undertaken  
Fundraising,  Mailchimp  
  
  
  
  


