
  

  

   

 

Dear  Friends of FoLaR, 

 

Welcome to our January newsletter and a particular welcome to our new 

members. So....  

    

 

What’s been happening on the Rec? Lots! 

Seven ‘Field Maple’ trees have been planted along the avenue. 

Fantastic,  Thank you to the Council’s Tree Planting Scheme 

Noticeboard We now have our very own noticeboard, placed on the railings 

opposite Latchmere School. Big thanks to Katrina Lidbetter who found funding 

for it and to Sue Matthews for setting it all up! 

Repairs to the paths and more repairs coming. Thank you Council 

Bulbs We planted 500 bulbs in October around trees at the south end of the 

Rec. They were Tenby daffodils, aconites and English bluebells. Thank you 

volunteers and roll on spring!. 

   

 



  

 

Native Hedge, 120 whips were planted in November, along the perimeter at 

the north end.  Thank you volunteers and Good gym. 

www.goodgym.org. 

   

 

  

https://folar.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b61cc8a7c9905e36898c4cf55&id=b1cf2c4dd1&e=49746fe414


 

and what a great notice!  Thank you whoever put it on the gates! 

   

 

  

  

Coming Up Soon 

Bug Hotel installation on Friday Feb 8th at 230 pm. All welcome. We will be 

helped by children from St Agatha’s School. Refreshments as usual and a short 

talk by Elilot Newton of Citizen Zoo. Thank you to the Friends of Claremont 

Gardens who provided the materials and helped us build it.  Thank you to 

Kingston Horticultural Society who  sourced the sedums for the green roof. 

 

Information board for our Stag Beetle Loggery will be installed at the same 

time. Thank you to our Councillor Maria Netley for finding funding for it. 

 

Springfest  Saturday March 30th.  Come and celebrate the beginning of 

spring. More details coming soon. 

 



 

The Masterplan will be launched imminently! Great news!  It was drawn up for 

us by Richard Broome, Landscape Architect of Outer Space, based on ideas 

we have had from you at our consultations. We have started consulting some 

of our stakeholders, and it is now ready to go out for wider consultation. We will 

be circulating it soon and you will have a chance to comment. 

 

Ham Market we will have a FoLaR stall in Ham Market on Saturday May 4th 

aiming to raise funds. Do come along and say Hello! And if you would like to 

help , great, let us know 

 

Pilot Cafe 

Negotiations with the Council are ongoing! It is very disappointing its is all 

taking so long. But we are working hard at it. The Council has been undergoing 

reorganisation which is one factor. But we know it is something you really want 

and we are working hard to deliver this for the community.  

 

To update newcomers to FoLaR, a cafe was a top priority from our 

consultations and, while a large majority want a new pavilion with a cafe to 

replace the containers, toilet block etc. we are aware this could well take some 

years to achieve,  a temporary cafe, maybe in container, would support 

activities on the Rec.in the meantime. And activities in turn would help the cafe 

be successful. Hence the idea of a Pilot Cafe project. Lets find out the pitfalls 

and address them before we have a Pavillion!!! 

 

The Council put out an advertisement for expression of interest in June 2018 

and we know there was at least one applicant!  So……hoping and working hard 

towards it! 

 

Pavillion 

Discussions with Kingston Little League and the Council are continuing ....but 

there are issues to be overcome. We are working hard alongside KLL and our 



 

very supportive Councillors to resolve these, but there are no certainties to 

report at the moment I am afraid.  

 

Management Plan 

We are looking at standards of good management of green spaces set out by 

the Green Flag Award Scheme.  We are just beginning  this process but, once 

we have established our starting point, we will be able to set targets of good 

management to work towards.  

 

Vandalism We are all affected by vandalism on the Rec, The recent attack on 

the playground is very disappointing ...and infuriating!  it is particularly 

frustrating because it doesn't seem like anyone can do anything to stop it. 

However, this article below has popped into my mailbox. Clearly, some people 

have been successful which is good to know! 

https://www.natfedparks.org.uk/pdf/nfpgs-save-our-parks-sunday-mail-

20181231.pdfrive 

 

Membership  

We need more members! Funders want to see a strong membership! We are 

doing well but need to do better! Please get your friends, family and neighbours 

to sign up. Just email info@folar.net 

Can we get to 300 for starters?  we are currently 178!! 

 

New Logo 

Have you noticed our new Logo? We are so happy with it, colourful, merry, a 

tree with colours showing the seasons, the hands represent the community 

waving as well as ‘many hands make light work’ which certainly seems seems 

to be the case! 

Thank you to Dan Ruffle listentoreason.co.uk and Chris Evanagelou who 

briefed Dan.  

 

Website 

mailto:info@folar.net


Please bear with us while we update the website and thank you so much to 

Kashmira Jhaveri who is working very hard on it for us. 

 

Junior 2K Parkrun 

We are gathering volunteers to give an hour or so of time on some Sunday 

mornings to help with the junior Parkrun and have quite a few ready to go now 

but always welcome more.  Contact info@folar.net if you would like to know 

more. We are currently applying for funding to get it  set up.  

 

Parkscommunityuk 

We are very fortunate to be among 14 London green spaces to have been 

awarded a place on this project. We are offered help and support from a group 

who have revitalised an open space in North London, and are invited to 

collaborate with others going through similar processes.  

 

AGM 

And last but not least, we had a vey successful  AGM in November and there 

have been several changes to the Committee.  

Many thanks to those those are leaving us and who have brought about such 

fantastic progress in the last year. We are sorry to see you go but pleased that 

you remain supporters and volunteers. Many congratulations to Lucy, our ex 

treasurer and Carl our ex events organiser, on the birth of Tristan. 

 

We are delighted to welcome Linda Eve who has taken over as Secretary. She 

will retain her role on Inclusion. Sue Matthews is co-opted for the winter months 

and has helped us in many ways, not least with bringing in more helpers! Lin 

Sherwood-Page, who has been helping over the year with Horticulture has 

joined us. She also has an interest in the History of the rec, and local area. 

For our current committee see 

www.folar.net/aboutfriends/committeememembers 

 

Whats on in the  wider Community? 

https://folar.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b61cc8a7c9905e36898c4cf55&id=30fe3ad3ed&e=49746fe414


 

 

We are starting a ‘Whats on’ section in our newsletter. If there are local regular 

events you would like to highlight we will post here as long as they are in 

keeping with our organisational aims. 

 

Kingston Little League…Football every Saturday morning of the season in 

term time! www.kingstonlittleleague.org 

 

Tea and Treats. First Friday of the Month at Swinnerton Hall, 62, Gibbon Road, 

KT2 6AB 11.00am -2.00pm. Just pop in and encourage anyone you think might 

enjoy chatting over a cup of tea to go along too. 

 

Ham Parade Market First Saturday of the month (except in January. A vibrant 

market with fresh fruit and vegetables,  street food, crafts and more! Great way 

to spend a Saturday morning with family, and have your lunch while you are 

there! www.hamparademarket.org  

    

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

    

 

 

 

Our mailing address is: 

info@folar.net 

website www.folar.net (currently being updated) 

Facebook Folar KT2 

Twitter FolsrKT2 

 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 
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